	Group 6: Climate and Ecology – Lesson Plan

	Title : 

Where have all the sparrows gone?

	Topic: 

Climate and Ecology

	Year Group

Target age range : 10 – 14 years

Can be adapted for students aged 6 – 10 years

	Sub-topics

The UN Sustainable Development Goals linked to climate and ecology

	Learning Objectives:

Sparrows are disappearing all over the world. But do we know why? By gathering images, memories and stories of sparrows, students explore the place of sparrows in their community. They can share their work and research findings with the world, and thus help build a rich global narrative that helps them grasp the complexities of climate, ecology and interconnectedness. 

	Materials required:
· Writing and drawing materials to create their own pictures, stories and surveys

· Access to family/community elders to undertake survey

· Access to the Sparrows website www.sparrow.nu  (can be teacher access)

	Resources
A growing library of resources, including documents, videos, and weblinks, to support the project, will all be available on the website ‘Where have all the sparrows gone?’

	Activities: What do the students do?
· The children hear of the story of ‘Chivari Pichuka’ (The Last Sparrow) by Sri Papineni Sivasankar, originally written in Telugu by this author from Andhra Pradesh in India. This was inspired by the disappearance of the sparrows in Andra Pradesh, a phenomenon which is happening all over the world. 
· They then discuss their opinions and feelings about this story, and their own ideas about the disappearance of the sparrows.
10 – 14 years 

· The students undertake a research activity with their local community, asking their parents, neighbours and community elders an initial series of three questions:

1. What are your memories of sparrows from your childhood?

2. Do you know of any stories about sparrows that you can tell me?

3. What do YOU think has happened to the sparrows?

· From their survey students produce reports, stories and illustrations to help their share their findings.
6 -1 0 years – 

· Students are asked to produce drawings of sparrows, and possibly create short stories, that help illustrate their plight.
All students

· Once they have gathered their work together, the students discuss their findings, and select their favourite examples to upload to a website that is capturing the work of students from all around the world.

· They explore what students elsewhere in the world have drawn written, and researched into the plight of sparrows

· They follow up  with those extension activities that the teacher feels most appropriate for their age, location, interest and curriculum



	Activities: What do the teachers do?
· Introduce the story of the plight of sparrows, using resources from the website or elsewhere.
· Supply materials and guidance to the students to enable them to undertake a survey in their community, and produce drawings, stories, research results as required.

· Help the students produce and select the best resources from their own work to share with the group, and the world, and to upload them to the website (optional)

· Select appropriate resources from the website to achieve their local curriculum goals linked to the student understanding of climate and ecology 



	Optional Extension Activities:

There are a large number of follow-up activities that the students could then undertake, depending on the time available, and areas of interest. These include:

· Research into the various theories behind the disappearance of sparrows, ideally via the use of online resources.

· Debating and establishing the most likely and credible explanations for pressures on sparrows at their own location.

· Undertaking practical activities that should help address these challenges facing sparrows near their location. These could occur in their community, or maybe in the school grounds (e.g. building nesting boxes, building bird feeders, creating dust & water bathing spots, growing feed plants in the school garden). 



	Assessment:
A range of assessment opportunities are available:

· Presentations by students to their peers

· Selection of best drawings, written stories and survey reports

· Online feedback for resources uploaded to www.sparrow.nu


